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2020 will go down in history as a year marred by the
devastating effects of a global pandemic. While the
nation and the world faced sickness, forced business
shutdowns and school closings, Student ACES
mobilized in innovative ways to ensure our students
continued their education. We also created new
vocational training and career opportunities for them. 
 Our Student ACES Center, commonly referred to as
“The SAC" and located in Belle Glade, remained open
following COVID best practices, social distancing and
proper protocols. More than a safe and secure location
for students to meet their classroom requirements, the
SAC became a second home and lifeline for our
students.

President and Co-Founder

All the best,

Dear Friends of Student ACES, 

Buck Martinez 

Transitioning the Student ACES Center (SAC) to a distant learning center
Providing our students employment opportunities through creative partnerships
Breaking ground on phase II of the SAC, our state-of-the-art STEM lab
Commencing construction on an 18-kilowatt solar array at the SAC that will double as an
education center for students to learn about renewable energy
Partnering with multiple companies, including Florida Power & Light, Moss Construction and
Garcia Development, to develop workforce initiatives that could result in lifetime careers for our
students 

 Student ACES provided internet access and computers to make distance learning a reality for high
school and returning college students, who without Student ACES would not have been able to
continue their collegiate education. Along with character, leadership and life-skills training, students
participated in fun activities that helped alleviate the stress of COVID’s uncertain future. Through
Zoom and other distant-learning tools, we continued to offer our character and leadership
workshops to schools throughout South Florida. We were able to reach thousands of student
athletes, many who were struggling with the misfortune of having their athletic seasons canceled.

Some of the most significant achievements in 2020 included:

No matter what challenges come our way, we remain steadfast in our commitment to serve as many
students as possible. Our success has been made possible by the incredible support of people and
companies in our community. We will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that every student athlete
that wants an opportunity to be in the Student ACES program will be provided a seat. On behalf of
our team, thank you for your continued support. 



We teach our students than you cannot control what
happens to you, however, you can control your
attitude. That certainly hit home this past year. It is
hard to believe that only four months after we opened
the Student ACES Center (SAC) in Belle Glade, the world
shut down in response to the global pandemic.  At that
moment, our team rose to the challenge and, as
always, put the best interest of our students first. From
the beginning, it was clear that we needed to keep the
SAC open to give our students a place to learn and be
safe. In fact, between classes moving online and the
cancellation of all sports, our students needed us like
never before. And we were there for them – in person
and on Zoom - like never before. 

Launch workforce and training initiatives that provide long-term career opportunities for students
Expand program offerings and curriculum to further support the evolving needs of our students 
Open the Learning Lab at the Students ACES Center and offer innovative education opportunities
in STEM 
Commence construction on Phase III, the Health and Wellness Center, of the Student ACES Center
Impact more than 750 students in Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties 
Increase funding by 15% to align with the expansion of our program offerings

We could not have made it through this year without all our supporters including our dedicated
board, funders, parents, teachers and the ACE team. We especially thank the donors who provided
funding that allowed us to expand hours during the pandemic, which kept our students healthy, safe
and on-track for success.

Looking ahead into next year, we have set very ambitious goals. Our 2021 vision is to continue to
expand opportunities for our students in the workforce, academics & life. Our goals are to:

Though the year may not have gone according to our strategic plan, the situation challenged the
Student Aces organization to adapt and grow. It also reminded us how critically important Student
ACES is to our students, their families and the communities where they live.  

Best Regards,  

Dear Friends of Student ACES, 

Executive Director and Co-Founder 
Krissy Webb



student ACES Overview

Serving Palm Beach, Broward & Miami Dade Counties

Mission 
The mission of Student ACES is to inspire and develop
student-athletes to become young men and women of
character honor and integrity through our character
education programs.

Programs
Student ACES Yearlong Program

 Students from public and private high schools in Palm Beach
County attend six classes and complete a community project, all
designed to build their character, honor and integrity.
Participants are nominated by their teachers, coaches or peers
for exemplifying leadership traits in athletics, education and in
their community.

Captains Summits 
A one-day seminar designed for high school athletic captains to
learn leadership skills, techniques and life lessons that will enable
them to lead their teams on and off the field. Student athletes
have the opportunity to hear from and engage with experts from
a variety of industries and network with captains from other
schools.

Leadership Workshops
The Student ACE staff works closely with school administrators
and coaches to create a customized curriculum to help teams
and students achieve specific goals. Groups work together to
solve case studies and engage in interactive drills designed to
incorporate communication, respect, sportsmanship, trust,
sacrifice and ethical behavior. 

The Student ACES Center
A former bank in the heart of Belle Glade has been transformed
into a learning center and second home for students. Programs
at the SAC range from character and leadership to financial
literacy and time management. The engaging and interactive
coursework gives students the skills they need to succeed in life.
The organization’s only physical location, the Student ACES Center
also serves as the new Belle Glade Youth Empowerment Center.

Mental Health First Aid
ACE Executive Director, Krissy Webb, is certified to teach mental
health first aid to student athletes who are 18 and older. This
program is evidence-based and will bring an exciting and socially
relevant new skill to student athletes across Southeast Florida.



Taught six ACE classes to 150 student
athletes in Eastern Palm Beach County
before the start of the pandemic. 

Opened the Student ACES Center in Belle
Glade, FL on November 1, 2019, serving
over 300 students. 

Hosted the sixth Annual Heroes vs Hotshots
Celebrity Kickball game benefitting Student
ACES on January 19, 2020.

Certified 55 students from Jupiter High  &
John  I. Leonard High in Mental Health First
Aid by Executive Director, Krissy Webb.

Honored 14 Champions of Character through
a Champions Caravan in May 2020. This
event was adapted from the original
banquet setting due to the pandemic.

Partnered with the Florida High School Athletic  
Association to provide leadership seminars
focused on adversity through the pandemic to
500+  student athletes throughout the state.

Trained 200+  team captains from Miami-Dade
and Broward high schools at a Captains
Summit in February 2020.

Expanded ACE Curriculum into colleges and
universities by partnering with St. Thomas
University, Lynn University and Keiser
University

2019-2020 Highlights 



Building a home for Student ACES in Belle Glade

The Student ACES Center 

79% of students
increased or

maintained their
GPA's  

In the 2019-20 School Year, 

100% of our
students graduated

high school or
moved on to the
next grade level

91% of
students say

they are more
confident now 

Key Achievements: 

300+
students  attended the Student
ACES Center in its first year of

operation 

100% of students
have become or
remained crime

free

85% of students
say that the SAC

has prepared
them for the
workforce.

100% of students
say that they feel
safe at all times at

the SAC

$77,000+
spent feeding our students at the Student ACES Center and

alleviating food scarcity for our families

invested by Student ACES in project-based learning for our
students, compensating 52 students for their work

$80,000+

$126,000
of extra programming costs during the pandemic. The SAC

stayed open to give the students a safe place to go and
opened as a distance learning center  



FY 2020 Financials
UNRESTRICTED REVENUE 
Grants 
Contributions
Events
Stock Donations
Dividend & Interest Income 
Unrealized investment gain
Net assests released from restrictions
Total 

$810,999
$281,930
$5,600
$30,983
$876
$17,392
$120,000
$1,267,780

EXPENSES

Program
Fundraising & Events
Management & General 
Total

$641,185
$38,360
$148,019
$827,564

Program
expenses

77.5%

Management and
general
17.9%

Fundraising and
events
4.6%

NOTE: This amount includes capital monies for the construction of Phase II that was delayed and carried
over to the next fiscal year due to COVID-19 and construction delays.  



Buck Martinez
Syd Kitson
Chris Gannon
Dionne Boldin
Rob Kornahrens
Lavonne Idlette
Jamie Levin
Beth Johnston
Charles Johnson 
David Armstrong 
Rich Paul Hus 
Karl Watson
Dwight Stephenson 
Pam Rauch 

Board of Directors

City of Belle Glade
Florida Power & Light Company
Children's Services Council of Palm Beach County
Cathleen McFarlane Foundation
Community Foundation of Palm Beach and Martin Counties
Jim Moran Foundation
ACE Leadership Group
Bank of America
Cardinal Gibbons High School
National Christian Foundation
Children's Healthcare Charity
The Batchelor Foundation
Housing Partnership, Inc,
Florida Blue Foundation
Kitson & Partners
Waymore Land Management 
The Quantum Foundation
Raymond James
The Mary Alice Fortin Foundation
The Bradford Ingalls Charitable Trust
Bolay Enterprises
US Sugar
Moss Foundation

Palm Beach County Youth Services Department
United Way of Palm Beach County
The Children's Trust
Florida Philanthropic 
Nextera Energy
David & Leighan Rinker Foundation
The Frederick A. Deluca Foundation
Palm Healthcare Foundation
The Walter & Adi Blum Foundation 
R.C. Hatton, Inc.
Allegany Franciscan Ministries 
Palm Beach Aggregates
Ibis Charities Foundation
TBC Corporation
Garcia Family Farm
Hypower Electric
The GEO Group Foundation
Shirley Bennett Foundation
Jupiter Medical Center
Advanced Roofing
Skanksa Construction
Performance Napa 
Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of Florida  

 ACE TEAM
Krissy Webb
Rebecca Tucker
Tommy Allen 
Verenzo Harper
Katie Madyun
Ashley Martinez
Todd Deford 
Bri Stistrunk
Maddie Moore
Amber Payne
Brittany Wagner
Nicole Martin-Bynum
Tajelia "Peaches" Green

Thank you!

Thank you to all our donors and a special thank you to the following donors who contributed $2,000 or more during the 2020 Fiscal
Year of October 1, 2019 - September 30, 2020 

Donors



Testimonials

“We are grateful for the opportunity to have The Student ACES Center
which provides a safe environment for our students, a place where they
can go to study … where they can feel comfortable in their own skin and
learn about the importance of having integrity, respect for others and
also for working together. We could not do this by ourselves. It truly takes
a partnership of all of us working together, and we know that when we
work together great things happen in our community,” Angela Moore, 
 Glades Region Instructional Superintendent and Student ACES'
Parent

“Supporting organizations like Student ACES that break down barriers to
opportunities aligns with what's important to FPL. Investing in the
development of high school students into young men and women of
character, honor and integrity, who can be outstanding future employees
is part of our commitment to working with the communities we serve to
help make them better places to live and work.” Pam Rauch, FPL and
Student ACES' Board Member and Parent

“The Student ACES Center has opened up a new world for me, I still have
struggles when I go home but the hope I have when I am at The SAC
pushes me through to the next day. If I never walked through the doors
of The SAC, I don't know if I would have survived these past 9 months,
especially mentally, schools being closed and being quarantined at home.
I am now thriving in my senior year and I am extremely grateful for the
support given to ensure my success!” Jasmine, Current Student at the
Student ACES Center

“Student ACES has positively impacted me by allowing me a safe haven
throughout my high school years and numerous opportunities. As a
person who was very introverted in high school I never thought I would
blossom to the person I am now. I was introduced to so many new skills,
like how to communicate and I was able to build my leadership skills. As
an employee now, I’m able to help girls just like me. Showing them the
ropes and explaining things I wish I would’ve done throughout high
school.!” Maddie, Student ACES Alumni and current employee at the
Student ACES Center

“I was an ACE student throughout high school, but I could not have never
known how much of an impact that Student ACES would have on my life.
Thanks to Student ACES, I am know working as solar installer for Moss
Construction which is a long term career path and an opportunity I would
have never gotten without Student ACES. I am one of the youngest
people at my job, but after months of hard work and leading I am
supervising 11 individuals. After graduating high school in the middle of
the pandemic with no future plans, I really didn't know what I was going
to do. When I needed help the most, Student ACES was there for me and
guided me to this path of success. People like me do not get these
opportunities often and I am so thankful that I am part of the Student
ACES Family. ” Jamal, Current Student at the Student ACES Center


